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Christianity would not exist if Jesus Christ had never lived.  If the biblical 
Christian faith is true, it excluded all other religions. 
 

Biblical Christianity rests on the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Christ’s 
person is who He is, an Christ’s work is what He did (and does). 
 

Chapter Outline 
I. The Person of Jesus Christ 
II. The Work of Christ 
 

In Matthew 16:20, Jesus warned the disciples that: 
• They should tell no one that He was the Christ. 
 

In Matthew 16:21, Jesus began to show his disciples that He must: 
• Go to Jerusalem 
• Suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and scribes. 
• Be killed. 
• Be raised up on the third day. 
 

The Person of Jesus Christ 
 

Jesus Christ was a historical person who lived during the first years of the era 
named in His honor, between 5 B.C. and A.D. 35.  A.D. is an abbreviation for 
anno Domini, a Latin phrase meaning “in the year of the Lord”. 
 

The Bible records both His own claims and abundant testimony that He is 
more than an ordinary man.  He is God. 
 

There are two basic errors people make about the Lord Jesus. 
Error No. 1) Jesus Christ was a man who was not entirely God. 
Error No. 2) Jesus Christ was God but not fully human. 

 

Christological Controversies 
 

There were four major controversies in the early years of the Church, 
concerning the person of Christ. 
 

Name Error Bible Doctrine 
Arianism Christ is only human. Christ is fully God. 

Apollinarianism Christ is only God. Christ is fully human. 
Nestorianism Christ is two persons. Christ is only one person. 
Eutychianism Christ has only one 

nature. 
Christ has two distinct 

natures. 
 
 
 

 

Perhaps no one has expressed more eloquently than C. S. Lewis the absurdity 
of maintaining that Jesus was merely a good man but not God.   
 

“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a 
great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic … or else he would be the Devil 
of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: 
or else a madman, or something worse.”2 

 

First-century false teachers asserted that Christ (a deity) descended on a 
mortal man (Jesus of Nazareth) and departed from him shortly before he was 
crucified. 
 

Eutyches was an aged, anti-Nestorian monk.  In rejecting this view, the 
Council of Chalcedon (451 A.D.) finally and fully articulated this statement 
regarding the fullness of the natures of Christ as well as their relationship one 
to another: two distinct natures – one fully god, one fully man – united in 
one unique person, the God-Man, forever. 
 

Another great conflicts in the early Church arose over the question of 
Christ’s two wills.  The orthodox position was that Christ does indeed have a 
human will distinct from His divine will on the basis of Luke 22:42. 
 

Christ’s Two Natures 
 

A person is an independent being with individual intellect and conscience. 
A nature is the inner essence of a thing that makes it what it is. 
 

Christ fully possessed the nature that makes a creature distinctively human – 
behavior, diet, body structure, rational communication, and personality. 
At the same time, He fully possessed the nature of God – the communicable 
elements of personality, along with the incommunicable and perfect 
attributes of Deity. 
 

Christ’s two natures are inseparable yet unmixed.  He will never cease to be 
God, and He will never cease to be a man. 
 

Christ’s Omniscience 
 

Question  Was Christ omniscient or was His knowledge limited?  Answer  Yes. 
 

His knowledge was remarkable.  He knew the past, present, or future to a degree 
not available to ordinary human beings.  For example, He knew: 1) The thoughts 
of His friends (Luke 9:47) and of His enemies (Luke 6:8); 2) The character of 
Nathanael (John 1:47-48) and of all the other men (John 2:25); 3) The Samaritan 
woman’s background (John 4:18); 4) That Lazarus was already dead (John 11:14); 
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5) Judas would betray Him (Matthew 26:25) and Peter would deny Him 
(Matthew 26:34); and 6) What would happen to himself (John 18:4) 
 

But this knowledge does not seem to be unlimited.  He specifically states that 
He did not know the hour of the Second Coming (Mark 13:32). 
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