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Chapter 9 – Do We Still Need the Creed? 

Two things every Christian man ought to know about creeds: 
• Succinct statements of belief 
• Inescapable 

Chapter 10 – I Believe 

Three chief articles of The Apostles` Creed 
• God is the One Who Created Everything 

Chapter 4: Of Creation 4 

1. It pleased God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the manifestation of 
the glory of his eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, in the beginning, to 
create, or make of nothing, the world, and all things therein whether visible 
or invisible, in the space of six days; and all very good. 

2.  After God had made all other creatures, he created man, male and female, 
with reasonable and immortal souls, endued with knowledge, righteousness, 
and true holiness, after his own image; having the law of God written in their 
hearts, and power to fulfill it: and yet under a possibility of transgressing, 
being left to the liberty of their own will, which was subject unto change.  
Beside this law written in their hearts, they received a command, not to eat of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; which while they kept, they were 
happy in their communion with God, and had dominion over the creatures. 

• God is the One Who Redeems Sinners 

Chapter 8: Of Christ the Mediator 4 

1. It pleased God, in his eternal purpose, to choose and ordain the Lord Jesus, 
his only begotten Son, to be the Mediator between God and man, the 
Prophet, Priest, and King, the Head and Savior of his church, the Heir of all 
things, and Judge of the world: unto whom he did from all eternity give a 
people, to be his seed, and to be by him in time redeemed, called, justified, 
sanctified, and glorified. 

• God is the One Who Sanctifies the Redeemed 

Chapter 13: Of Sanctification 4 

1. They, who are once effectually called, and regenerated, having a new 
heart, and a new spirit created in them, are further sanctified, really and 
personally, through the virtue of Christ’s death and resurrection, by his 
Word and Spirit dwelling in them: the dominion of the whole body of sin is 

destroyed, and the several lusts thereof are more and more weakened and 
mortified; and they more and more quickened and strengthened in all saving 
graces, to the practice of true holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord. 

2.  This sanctification is throughout, in the whole man; yet imperfect in this 
life, there abiding still some remnants of corruption in every part; whence 
ariseth a continual and irreconcilable war, the flesh lusting against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh. 

3. In which war, although the remaining corruption, for a time, may much 
prevail; yet, through the continual supply of strength from the sanctifying 
Spirit of Christ, the regenerate part doth overcome; and so, the saints grow in 
grace, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

Chapter 11 – The logic of God 

Four reconcilable facts of the doctrine of the trinity 1 
• There is one God. 
• The Father is God. 
• The Son is God. 
• The Holy Spirit is God. 

The essential Trinitarian teaching is biblically clear and simple 5 
• The Father is not the Son. 
• The Son is not the Spirit. 
• The Spirit is not the Father. 
• One God, three Persons who are all divine and distinct from one another, 

but still one God. 

In the third century, a false teacher named Sabellius saw Jesus in this way – 
He said that Christ is the same essence as God but less than God.  The word 
that Sabellius used to describe this relationship between God the Father and 
God the Son was homoousios, which means literally “of the same essence”.  
The word was crucial to the modalistic heresy of Sabellius.  At Antioch in 
A.D. 267, the church condemned Sabellius as a heretic and repudiated the 
word homoousios and substituted for it the word homoiousios, which means “a 
like essence”.  That one-letter difference changes the word from “same 
essence” to “a like essence”.  The church was trying to say that Christ, as the 
second person of the Trinity, is not so far removed from the essence of God 
that He cannot be understood as God; rather, He is just like God.  With the 
rejection of the term homoousios, Sabellius and his followers were 
condemned. 2 
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In the fourth century the church faced the most critical heretical crisis in her 
history up until that time.  It originated with the heretic Arius.  Arius 
believed that Jesus and the Father are one, in the sense of sharing the same 
purpose; he did not believe that Jesus and the Father share the same essence.  
The dispute that arose was so intense it became necessary for the emperor  to 
call a council together to study the matter.  The Council of Nicaea produced 
the Nicene Creed. 2 

Constantine, in effect, presided over this council.  About 300 bishops were 
invited to participate, some of them still maimed from being tortured in 
imperial prisons as young men.  Arius was there, supported by a variety of 
bishops.  Alexander was there, supported by a variety of bishops, and by a 
deacon in the church – Athanasius.  Athanasius would later become bishop 
of Alexandria and become the key defender of orthodoxy, he would actually 
be exiled five times, thrown out of his church and then called back, always 
defending the truth.  Associated with Athanasius came the Latin phrase: 
Athanasius contra mundum – Athanasius against the world.  5 

The Nicene Creed declared that the only (Greek) word we can use to 
communicate the full deity of Christ is homoousios rather than homoiousios.  
The word that the church condemned in A.D. 267 it embraced in A.D. 325.  The 
church reversed its view at this point because the threat of Sabellianism had 
vanished, but the danger of Arianism had become severe.  To say that the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are one in essence but three in person is a 
dramatic affirmation of the formula of the Trinity. 2 

Constantine came up with the clinching theological argument.  He said, 
“Either sign the creed or you’re exiled.”  5 

The Council of Nicaea did some other things: 1) it set the date of Easter; 2) 
passed regulations about the disciplinary life of the church – Any person 
excommunicated can only be received back into the church by the bishop 
who excommunicated him.  Arius was excommunicated after Nicaea by 
Bishop Alexander.  Years later, the emperor Constantine mandates 
Athanasius, now Bishop of Alexandria, to lift the ban on Arius.  Athanasius 
refuses to do it, and subsequently gets deposed and exiled.  So the ban was 
to be lifted, but on the night before, Arius dies.  For another 50 to 60 years, 
Athanasius will go in and out of his office. 5 

The second ecumenical council of Constantinople in A.D. 381 reiterated what 
Nicaea had said about orthodoxy. 5 

 

The Nicene Creed 3 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of 
all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made; Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was 
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered 
and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; 
and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and 
He shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; 
Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.  And we believe in one 
holy catholic* and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen. 
____________________________________________________________________ 
* The word “catholic” refers to the universal church. 

• The fact that we can’t explain it (the Trinity) shouldn’t be such a huge 
surprise, should it?  Most of the things we say about God really boil 
down to saying, “He’s not like us.”  We are finite; God is infinite.  We are 
time bound; God is eternal. 5 

References 
1 Brothers, Stand Firm, 2014, Steve Bateman, pp. 57-72 
2 1-2 Peter, 2011, Robert Charles Sproul, pp. 269-270 
3 The Reformation Study Bible, 2015, pp. 2388-2389 
4 The Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms, 1647 
5 A Survey of Church History, W. Robert Godfrey 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [792.000 1224.000]
>> setpagedevice


